General Statistics

· Prevent-abuse-now.com says that 879,000 cases of child abuse or neglect of any kind happen each year, and of those 879,000 10% (or 87,900) are sexual abuse.
· According to mdem.com in 8 out of ten cases of sexual child abuse, the victim knows the offender, and often the offender is an authority figure who the child loves and trusts.
· We are also told that 1 in 5 women and 1 in 10 men, as adults, report that they were sexually abused at some time in their childhood.
· Prevent-abuse-now.com tells us that 5.5 children out of 10,000 enrolled in daycare are sexually abused, while 8.9 children out of 10,000 are sexually abused in the home..
· 1.7 our of 1,000 females are abused, while only 0.4 out of 1,000 male children are sexually abused.
· Age__________Percentage
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     7.4

· The same site, ojp.usdoj.gov also shows that females have a far greater risk of being sexually abused than males.  It reports that females are the victims of 99% of all forcible rape cases, and that 86% of all sexual abuse of all ages is done to females.  

· “The relative proportion of female victims generally increased with age.  Sixty-nine percent of victims under age 6 were female, compared with 73% of victims under age 12, and 82% all juvenile (under age 18) victims.  The female proportion of sexual assault victims reached 90% at age 13 and 95% at age 19.”
· “Nearly all of the offenders in sexual assaults reported to law enforcement were male (96%).  Female offenders were most common in assaults against victims under age 6” (Snyder).  

· Of those who assaulted juveniles, 6% were females, but of those who assaulted adults, only 1% were females (Snyder).

· “When sexually abused boys are not treated, society must later deal with the resulting problems” (“Sexual”).  These resulting problems include “crime, suicide, drug use and more sexual abuse” (“Sexual”).

· Studies found that 1/3 of juvenile delinquents, 40% of sexual offenders and 76% of serial rapists report they were sexually abused as youngsters.” [snip] “The suicide rate among sexually abused boys was 1 ½ to 14 times higher, and reports of multiple substance abuse among sixth-grade boys who were molested was 12-14 times greater” (“Sexual”).

· There are several risk factors that contribute to the child’s being offended and abused.  A few of these are: lack of careful education of children, parental trust of adult guardian (teachers, clergy, scoutmasters, etc...), physical closeness of the adults to children, and available locations that were unlikely to be disturbed.
· In 2002, 1,800,000 referrals alleging child abuse or neglect

· 896,000 children were determined to be victims of child abuse or neglect

· The rate of victimization per 1,000 children in the national population has dropped from 13.4 children in 1990 to 12.3 children in 2002.

· 60% of child victims were neglected by their parents or other caregivers.  Near 20% were physically abused, 10% were sexually abused, and 7% were emotionally maltreated.  In addition, nearly 20% were associated with “other” types of maltreatment.
· Children ages birth to 3 years had the highest rates of victimization at 16.0 per 1,000 children.  Girls were slightly more likely to be victims than boys.

· Child fatalities are the most tragic consequence of maltreatment.  For 2002, estimated 1,400 children died due to child abuse or neglect.

· Three-quarters of children were killed were younger than 4 years old, 12 percent were 4-7 years old, 6 percent were 12-17 years old

· Infant boys had the highest rate of fatalities

· More than 80% of perpetrators were parents.  Other relatives accounted for 7% and unmarried partners of parents accounted for 3% of perpetrators.  The remaining perpetrators include persons with other (camp counselor, school employee, etc...) or unknown relationships to the child victims.

· Female perpetrators, mostly mothers, were typically younger than male perpetrators, mostly fathers.  Woman also comprised a larger percentage of all perpetrators than men, 58% compared to 42%.

· Nearly 29% of all perpetrators of sexual abuse were other relatives, and nearly one-quarter were no relative or non-child caring roles.  In addition, less than 3% of all parent perpetrators were associated with sexual abuse.

· Almost 1/5 of child victims were placed in foster care.

· Approximately one in six boys is sexually abused before age 16.

· In 2002, one or both parents were involved in 79% of child abuse or neglect fatalities.  Of the other 21% of fatalities, 16% were the result of maltreatment by non-parent caretakers, and 5% were unknown or missing.  These percentages are consistent with findings from previous years.

· Frequently the perpetrator is a young adult in his or her mid-20’s without a high school diploma, living at or below poverty level, depressed, and who may have difficulty coping with stressful situations.  In many instances, the perpetrator has experienced violence first-hand.  Most fatalities from physical abuse are caused by fathers and other male caretakers.  Mothers are most often held responsible for deaths resulting from child neglect.  However, in some cases this may be because women are most often responsible (or assumed to be responsible) for children’s care.

· During 2002, 60.5% of victims experienced neglect (including medical neglect); 18.6% were physically abused; 9.9% were sexually abused; and 6.5% were emotionally or psychologically maltreated.  In addition, 18.9% of victims experienced such “other” types of maltreatment as “abandonment,” “threats of harm to the child,” and “congenital drug addiction.”

· By far, the largest percentage of perpetrators (81.0%) were parents, including birth parents, adoptive parents, and stepparents.  Other relatives accounted for an additional 6.6%.  Unmarried partners or parents accounted for 2.9% of perpetrators.

· More than ½ (53/3%) of all perpetrators were found to have neglected children.

· More than 10% (11%)  of perpetrators physically abused children, and 6.9% sexually abused children.

· There were variations in these overall patterns when the relationship of perpetrator to the child victim was considered.  Less than 3% (2.5%) of parents committed sexual abuse; however, 28.9% of other relatives, 19.3% of daycare providers, 16.4% of residential faculty staff, and 11.2% of unmarried partners of parents committed sexual abuse.  More than 1/3 (36.9%) of perpetrators who were in “other types of relationships to the child victims committed sexual abuse.

· Slightly less than ½ or perpetrators were male.  86% of female perpetrators were biological mothers.  51% of males were biological fathers, 1/5th were other parental relationship, and ¼ were non-parental relationship.

· In contrast to female perpetrators, non-parent males were more likely to be the abuser than the parental male.

· 2/3 of males were reported as being the only perpetrator, 1/3 were acting with mother.  However, when acting with mother were more often guilty of neglect, and when alone more likely to be involved in sexual and physical abuse, also, large proportion of stepfathers and adoptive fathers were associated with sexual abuse as well as with older female children.  Female perpetrateors (87%) were much more likely to be in caregiving role than male perpetrators (60%).

· 58% white male, 57% white female; 16% African-American males, 21% African-American females; 13% Hispanic perpetrators. Average age of male perpetrators was 38.6 years; average age of females, 33.4 years.

· Of male perpetrators:  51% biological fathers; 25% non parent; 10% mother’s boyfriend; 8% stepfather; 5% father combination; 1% adoptive father

· Highest male age was 31-40

· Highest female age was 21-30

· 36% of male perpetrators were associated with neglect.

· 66% of female perpetrators were associated with neglect.

· 26% of male perpetrators were involved in sexual abuse as compared to the 2% of female perpetrators associated with sexual abuse.

· 22% were male abusers.

· 20% of all male perpetrators who were caregivers used drugs and alcohol. 

· American Indian or Alaska native and African-American children had the highest rates of victimization when compared to their national population.
Focus of Abuse
· 9% of women reported that they had been raped in childhood

· 5% had been severely beaten by a parent or caretaker one time

· 12% had been beaten more than once

· A younger age is usually more harmful, but different effects are associated with different developmental periods.

· Who committed the abuse.  Effects are generally worse when it was a parent, step-parent or trusted adult than a stranger.
· Doubting, ignoring, blaming, and shaming responses can be extremely harmful – in some cases even more than the abuse itself.

· They point out three areas of motivation for sexual abuse: emotional, sexual gratification, and substitution.

· Emotionally, they would say it stems from being abused themselves and so attached to their abuser that they themselves become one too.

· “Sexual gratification for the abuser expresses the repressed or dormant personality.”

· Some of them substitute this with pornography, watching children, and fantasies which gives them the release that they are looking for.

· One of the things that was pointed out was that sexual abuse of children is not something that just happens; rather, the abuser thinks on these things for a while and the ideas develop in his mind to the point of where he must take action.

Form of Abuse

· Whether or not violence was involved, and if so, how severe.
· How long the abuse went on
· Whether the abuse involved deliberately humiliating the child. 
· Whether the child told anyone, and if so, the person’s response.
· How “normal” such abuse was in the extended family and local culture.
· Whether the child had loving family members and/or knew that someone loved her or him.
· Whether the child had some good relationships – with siblings, friends, teachers, coaches, etc.
· Effect of abuse depends on the variety of aspects: the age of when the child was abused must be considered – usually the younger the child, the more damage it will have on the child later on.
· When it is a parent who does the abuse or a close relative, this tends to cause greater damage to the child than if it were someone the child did not know.
Help For the Abused

· So what is the therapy offered when a child is abused?  How do these doctors deal with this?  There is a proposed theory of disassociation that takes place when a child is subjected to traumatic events.  This disassociation means that the memory is not lost, but rather not retrievable for some period of time.  “Some clinicians believe that severe forms of child sexual abuse are especially conducive to negative disturbances of memory such as dissociation or delayed memories.”
· This method of treatment has the goal of allowing the patient to talk through his experience.  By revealing all of his feelings and thoughts about the issue, the child is better able to deal with the event or at least cope with it.  Another goal is to improve parent-child communications and interaction. This is of course only if the parent is a non-offending party.
· People must change their outlooks and realize that any normal looking individual could be an abuser and be working together to protect their children.
Fall-Out from Abuse

1.   Psychological
· One of the categories of effects is the psychological category.  

· Include, but are not limited to “fears, panic attacks, sleeping problems, nightmares, irritability, outbursts of anger and sudden shock reactions when being touched.

· Little confidence, and self-respect and respect for one’s own body may change.  

· Behavior that harms the body: addiction to alcohol and other substances, excessive work or sports, depression, self-destruction and prostitution […] over irritation.
· They are easily affected, hot-tempered, jumpy, excessively alert and don’t fall asleep easily.

· “A clear relationship between poor self-esteem in adulthood and a history of child sexual abuse [exists…also] those aspects of self-esteem involved with and increased expectation of unpleasant events (pessimism) and a sense of inability to influence externals events (fatalism) [were those]  that were affected, not those involved with a sense of being attractive, having determination, or being able to relate to others.

2.   Sexual

· Typically people who have suffered abuse have sexual problems as well. 
· “While making love problems often occur.  The partner may be confuse by a certain remark, touch, or behavior that brings back memories of the abuse.  Patients sometimes don’t want to make love a t all anymore or make love less.  Sexual relation problems may occur, together with pain while making love, not wanting to make love and problems in getting aroused.  Problems with the orgasm and coming also occur.”

3. Physical

· Child abuse victims can possibly suffer from physical effects from their experiences.  

· “Abdominal pain, pain while making love, menstrual pain, intestinal complaints, stomach ache, nausea, headache, back pain, painful shoulders, in short all kinds of chronic pain may occur.  The pain is often inexplicable.  Eating disorders often occur in sexually abused people.”

4.
Social

· The effect of child abuse is also played out in society.  “Bagley and Ramsey noted that those with histories of child abuse tended to have lower status economic roles. A random community sample found women reporting child sexual abuse were more likely to have work histories that placed them in the lowest socioeconomic status categories.  They were also more likely to have partners whose occupations fell into the lowest socioeconomic groups” (Mullen).
· “Interestingly, this decline in socioeconomic status could not be accounted for by simple educational failure, nor was the decline to be explained by a reduced participation in the workforce, or preference for part-time work.  The explanation for abused women being in less well-paid  and prestigious jobs could be that they underestimated their value and sought occupations below their capacities (a failure of self-esteem), or that they were less adept at translating training and opportunity into effective function in the work sphere (a failure of agency)” (Mullen).
· The costs of child abuse were estimated at 823 million dollars annually.  These costs include those associated with low birth weight babies, infant mortality, special education, protective service, foster care, juvenile and adult criminality, and psychological services.
· This report estimated that the U.S. spends $94 billion annually in response to child abuse, which amounts to $1,461.66 per family per year and $258 million each day (Newton).
· Some staggering results shows that the U.S. spends over $24.3 billion annually on the direct effects of child abuse, and $14 billion a year for child welfare (Newton).
